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García-Carrión is an industry 
leader not only because of what 
it does, but because of how and 

what it does it for

For García-Carrión, sustainability is a fundamental axis 

that cuts across our entire business strategy. In this sense, 

we have always been pioneers and revolutionaries in the 

search for innovative solutions that allow us to have a posi-

tive impact on our environment. A constant revolution, also 

in the area of sustainability.

García-Carrión is a leader in the sector not only because 

of what it does, but also because of how and why it does 

it. Since our beginnings, we have believed in the products 

of the land and we are faithful to tradition, but without cea-

sing to look to the future and always placing the consumer 

at the center of our activity.

Respect for biodiversity, the creation of stable, quality jobs 

and the responsible use of resources are fundamental pi-

llars of our company.

All this irrevocable commitment to the planet is mate-

rialized through our 360º Sustainability strategy, with an 

environmental, economic and social scope.

Through it, we develop products of the highest quality, 

using raw materials from sustainable and local agricul-

ture, produced efficiently with the latest technology and 

generating the lowest possible impact on the planet.

In this report we present our success stories and the 

projects we have worked on and will continue to work on 

as part of our 360º Sustainability strategy.

We also present those areas in which we still have room for 

improvement. In short, this is our commitment to continue 

growing and moving towards increasingly responsible pro-

duction models. This is García-Carrión's commitment to a 

better future.

Message from the President
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Since its inception, García-Carrión has been growing and adapting to the guidelines set by 

the sector, meeting the demands of the market. To this end, it is based on a business policy 

whose main axes can be summarised as follows:

> Family culture passed down through 5 generations.

> Firm commitment to quality, Spanish agriculture, natural products and the environment.
> Agility, flexibility, creativity and innovation in all areas of the company.

> Knowledge of international markets.

> Marketing strategy based on consumer information.

> Motivation and commitment to employees.

In line with its values, García-Carrión has taken measures to improve and expand its facilities, 

strengthening its commitment to products with greater added value, improved efficiency and 

care for the environment. It has achieved these milestones thanks to the quality of all its pro-

ducts, the attention and service it provides to its customers and the human quality and team 

spirit for which García-Carrión has always been known.

Today, García-Carrión is a family company with 
130 years of history that is present in more than 150 

countries, a fact that implies taking care of millions of 
people around the world, through the work of one family 

and the support of more than 40,000 farmers.

García-Carrión today

More than

130 years
of history

Designations
of origin

12

Processing Centres
in Spain

13
40,000 farmers

Long-term agreements
with more than 150 

countries

Sales in more than

More than

1,000
direct employees
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García-Carrión's Activity
García-Carrión today

The origins of the company lie in the wine sector. From its origins in Jumilla 

to its current presence in 12 designations of origin, García-Carrión produ-
ces prestigious wines, recognised both nationally and internationally.

Wine

In the 1980s, Don Simón was born, first with the launch of 

the first wine in brik and later, in 1986, with the launch of 

a wide range of products. Don Simón is a unique brand 
covering different categories: natural juices, nectars, 
still soft drinks, iced tea, functional drinks, vegetable 
creams and broths, sangria and tinto de verano.

Don Simón

DO Rueda

DO Toro

DO Ribera del Duero

DOCa Rioja

DO Cataluña

DO Cava

DO Terra Alta

DO Requena

DO Jumilla

DO Valdepeñas

DO La Mancha

DO Penedés

According to the Kantar Worldpanel Brand Footprint 

study, Don Simón is the leading Spanish drinks brand 
in Spain and is also present in half of Spanish house-
holds. 
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The sustainability strategy, strongly supported by technology and innovation, seeks to reduce 
and neutralise the carbon footprint associated with product development through a cross-cut-

ting approach that affects the entire value chain.

360º Sustainability

Economy

Society

Biosphere

To provide a solution to the challenges posed by climate chan-

ge, García-Carrión has developed its Sustainability 360º stra-
tegy, which acts with innovation as a central focus on the entire 

value chain: from production in the fields to the end consumer's 

table. 

This strategy is aligned with that of the European Union's Farm to Fork 

and Sustainable Development 2030 strategies, which propose a path 

to seriously address the social, economic and environmental problems 

facing the planet.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) on which García-Carrión 

has a greater impact, directly and transversally or indirectly, through its 

collaborators, are highlighted below.
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Which SDGs do we have the greatest impact on?

SDG 2 | aims to end hunger, i.e. achieve food security, improve nu-

trition and boost sustainable agriculture by 2030.

SDG 3 | aims to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for 

all in society.

SDG 6 | aims to ensure availability, sustainable management and 

sanitation of water for all. Water is a fundamental resource for sus-

tainable development in all spheres: economic, social and environ-

mental.

SDG 7 | focuses on the energy sector and aims to ensure access to 

affordable, secure, sustainable and modern energy. This SDG is 

closely related to SDG 13, which deals with taking action to combat 

climate change and its effects.

SDG 8 | Addresses the area of work and sustained economic de-
velopment over time, in order to drive progress.

SDG 9 | The industrialisation of a country and the development of 

its infrastructure are decisive for its progress. This goal promotes 

the efficient management and use of natural resources, the re-

duction of waste and food waste, and the rational management of 

chemicals. The rational management of chemical products. It also 

stimulates the implementation of sustainable practices in compa-

nies and access to information on lifestyles in harmony with nature.

SDG 12 | promotes sustainable consumption and production with 

the aim of doing more and better with less. It also seeks to promote 

economic growth, avoiding environmental degradation and increa-

sing resource efficiency.

SDG 13 | This goal calls for action to combat climate change - both 

reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and adapting to climate 

change - and its impacts.

SDG 15 | promotes the responsible use of terrestrial ecosystems 

through sustainable management of forest areas and combating 

desertification. In addition, this goal provides incentives to prevent 

land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.

SDG 17 | promotes inter-organisational partnerships, as all of these 

goals can only be achieved through cooperation, both with other 

companies and with different entities and at different levels: local, 

regional, national and global.
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Energy - efficiency and use of renewable energies
Combating climate change

Jaume Serra Winery
-9,1%

Ribera del Duero
-10,2%

Rioja
-6,1%

Almería Plant
-6,3%

Jumilla
-5,7%

The company's overall electricity consumption ratio has de-

creased by 1.1%, with a notable decrease in the Ribera del Due-

ro plants and wineries (10.2%),

Decrease in energy consumption per winery or 
plant in the last year [see map]

Jaume Serra (9.1%), Almería (6.3%), Rioja (6.1%) and Jumilla 

(5.7%). On the other hand, there has been an increase in the 
supply of thermal energy from more efficient energy systems 

(cogeneration) at the Daimiel plant of 21.6%1. 

García-Carrión's activity is focused on reducing its consump-
tion and promoting the use of renewable energies. The main 

energy consumption is produced in the production processes 

of the company's own facilities, as well as in the transport of 

raw materials and products, either directly or through its logis-

tics suppliers. Thus, the percentage of renewable energy used 

by García-Carrión is 35.31% of the total energy consumed.

In addition, with the aim of increasing the company's energy 

efficiency, other actions have been carried out, such as the ins-

tallation of a cogeneration plant in Daimiel.

1 Calculation based on the ESG Energy Coefficient.

35,31% Total amount of renewable 
energy consumed (kWh)

15%

62%

16%

10%

74%

16%

11%

19%

46%

Ribera del Duero

Rioja

Jaume Serra

Segorbe

Almería

Valdepeñas

Daimiel

Huelva

Jumilla

Sustainability Report
2021



García-Carrión continues to make an increasing commitment to the consumption of renewable 

energy sources, promoting the use of bioenergy (such as biomass), which in 2021 accounted 

for 30.5% of the total thermal energy consumed throughout the company, with this energy 

source being used mainly in the Huelva, Jumilla and Rioja plants and wineries.

This energy source is mainly used in the plants and wineries in Huelva, Jumilla and Rioja. The 

use of biogas generated in the anaerobic wastewater treatment plants at the Daimiel, Huelva 

and Almería plants accounted for 11.5% of the total thermal energy consumed throughout the 

company in 2021.

Energy saving actions have been implemented, such as the replacement of conventional ligh-

ting with natural or LED lighting and the installation of solar panels on the roofs of the Jumilla 

plant.

Use of renewable energies
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Photovoltaic energy

All García-Carrión plants are located in areas of Spain with the most hours of sunshine, with the consequent energy 

savings in electricity that this entails. In addition, the company establishes different measures for generating photo-

voltaic electricity, with direct dependence on the hours of sunshine, as, for example, at the Jumilla plant. 

Together with Endesa, through its subsidiary Endesa X, nine Gar-

cía-Carrión centres - located in Huelva, Daimiel, Valdepeñas, Al-

mería, Jumilla, Segorbe, Vilanova i la Geltrú, La Rioja and Haza 

- will each have their own photovoltaic installation, which will ena-

ble them to avoid the emission of around 8,300 tonnes/year of 

CO2. Endesa X will install 33,637 photovoltaic modules (the equi-

valent of 13 football pitches), creating one of Spain's largest and 

most innovative solar energy projects in the business sector for 

self-consumption.  

From 2025, García-Carrión has set itself the goal of covering 50% 
of its energy needs with the production and self-consumption of 
bioenergy in the form of biogas and biomass. This green energy, 

in addition to reducing CO2 emissions, generates great added va-

lue from waste that would otherwise not be used or would even 

be a potential problem for the environment. With this, more than 

15,000 tonnes of biomass and 2,500,000 Nm3 of biogas have 

been transformed into thermal energy, thus substituting the use 

of natural gas from fossil fuels and reducing CO2 emissions by 

more than 26,000,000 kg per year, which is equivalent to the CO2 

absorbed by 5,200 holm oaks during one year.

By the end of 2022, nine García-Carrión 
centres will have their own photovoltaic 

installation, avoiding the emission of 
8,300 tons/year of CO2
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García-Carrión uses carbon footprinting: a tool to determine the emissions of all Greenhouse Gases (GHG) 

associated with its activities in order to identify options for reducing emissions and combating climate 

change.

The Scope 1 analysis includes direct emissions from the company's combustion processes and the Scope 

2 analysis includes indirect emissions generated by the electricity companies it supplies for consumption.

García-Carrión aims to achieve, by 2025, a 50% reduction in Scope 1 and 2. To this end, it will promote the 

consumption of renewable energy, electrical energy with guarantees of 100% from renewable sources, 

installation of solar photovoltaic parks to produce electricity for self-consumption, the use of biomass and 

biogas with a transversal impact on the entire value chain.

It is also important to highlight that the company's activity allows it to maintain CO2 sinks through its own 

plantations or through medium or long-term agreements with farmers and cooperatives. At the Don Simón 
plant in Huelva, with its own trees, CO2 emissions equivalent to 1 million cars are absorbed in a day.

Emissions - Carbon footprint
Combating climate change
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Water is a scarce and very important resource for García-Carrión's business. This resource is 

used both to be incorporated into our products and for irrigation of our farms and cleaning ac-

tivities in our facilities.

Garcia-Carrión complies with local limitations on water consumption and discharge, as 

established in legislation or specifically in the Environmental Authorisations of each plant. In 

addition, the company has implemented water saving and reuse measures. These include:

> Automation of Cleaning in Place (CIP) equipment cleaning.

> Use of purification water for irrigation, using techniques that allow all the recycled water to 

be used as fertiliser to improve the quality of the fruit.

> Installation of improvements and new technology in aerobic and anaerobic purification 
systems to increase water purification yields, with the consequent increase in biogas production 

in the case of anaerobic systems. In this sense, García-Carrión, through its Huelva plant, has 

set itself the goal of net zero water consumption. 100% of the water consumed at the plant 

Main water saving and reuse measures

Water management
Combating climate change

is purified and reused to irrigate the orange plantation, thus avoiding discharges into the 
environment.

In addition, during the cleaning process, the usual cleaning agents, such as soda, are replaced 

by other agents rich in potassium, nitrogen and phosphorus, which in addition to cleaning, 

provide nutrients to the plantation.
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Partnerships to reduce water consumption

Due to García-Carrión's firm commitment to the responsible use of water in all its centres, 

it is part of Stepbywater, the UN Alliance in Spain for the United Nations Decade "Water 

for Sustainable Development". This alliance is supported by the Spanish Government and 

the Spanish Federation of Municipalities and Provinces (FEMP), the private sector, the third 

sector and civil society.

This alliance manages to unite under the same umbrella two key initiatives in sustainability 

and responsible water management: the SDG 2030 Agenda and the Decade of Action for 

Water. The company shares this vision and is therefore firmly committed to sustainable 
water consumption, developing and implementing the best practices and technologies 
available in this field.

The Almeria plant (Cítricos de Andarax) participates in the European project LIFE PureA- 
groH2O together with other partners such as CIESOL (joint research centre UNIVERSITY OF 

ALMERÍA and ALMERIA SOLAR PLATFORM), whose main objective is to develop and de-

monstrate a novel purification system (nanofiltration and photocatalysis) for the sustainable 

management of wastewater effluents generated in the agri-food industry, the elimination 

of the discharge of various organic and inorganic pollutants into the environment and the 

recycling and reuse of purified water.
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Ecological agriculture
Combating climate change

García-Carrión is committed to organic agriculture, obtaining food by using natu-

ral raw materials and processes, promoting biodiversity, the conservation of re-
gional ecological balances, soil fertility and the maintenance of water quality.

The Almeria plant (Cítricos de Andarax) is certified by the Andalusian Committee 

for Organic Agriculture (CAAE) for the production and packaging of organic pro-

ducts. In addition, farmers in the region have been encouraged to convert their 

conventional plantations to organic crops - whose oranges are harvested when 

they are at their optimum ripeness - from which the squeezed juice is obtained.

Don Simón organic squeezed juice is obtained. Likewise, this plant also produces 

organic salmorejo.

 

The Huelva plant is committed to practically organic cultivation and a commitment to the environment, growing 

fruit free from phytosanitary treatments. Likewise, the Jumilla and Daimiel plants, as well as the Jaume Serra wi-

nery, are also certified for the production of organic products.
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Boosting organic viticulture

Interest in the production of organic wines has increased in the wine sector in recent years, as they 

feature sustainable production methods in the different stages of production. These products, 

which are on the rise, aim to protect the environment and are made in an environmentally friendly 

way.

García-Carrión is committed to organic wine production and vineyard management. To this 

end, it has made investments to convert the land and wines into certified organic products, as 

well as to eliminate the use of herbicides in these plantations, to recover vines and to have more 

human capital to promote this type of viticulture.

As a result, García-Carrión has a range of organic products: cavas, still wines, wines with 

designation of origin or sangrias. Among them, you can find:

> Pata Negra Apasionado Organic.

> Don Simón Nature Red Organic.

> Don Simón Nature White Organic.

> Cava Jaume Serra Brut Organic.

> Cava Pata Negra Brut Organic.

> Sangría Premium Organic.

> Castillo de Gredos Red Organic.

> Castillo de Gredos White Organic.
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Within the actions to mitigate climate change, García-Carrión is committed to sustai-

nable logistics, with the aim of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore, the 

company's logistics activity is aligned with the following actions:

> Optimisation of routes by sea. In general terms, transport by ship emits 90% less 

CO2 emissions than road transport. Consequently, the percentage of exports that 

García-Carrión has carried out by sea during the 2021 financial year was 54.32%.

> Squeezing and packaging in situ.

> Working with local farmers km 0. García-Carrión's production plants (Huelva, Al-

mería, Daimiel...) are strategically located in the main vegetable, fruit and vegetable 

production centres in order to be close to the raw material and supply more efficiently.

An example of this is its plant in Almeria, where more than 90% of the vegetables 

come from nearby fields, which leads to a reduction in the carbon footprint. These 

growers are less than 30 km away, making García-Carrión's commitment to proximity 

agriculture clear.

Through these actions, it manages to contribute to reducing the carbon footprint in 

all the stages of the life cycle of the products, placing an important focus on logistics 

and maintaining a firm commitment to its distributors.

Sustainable logistics
Combating climate change
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Within the Don Simón estate in Huelva there is a 250-hectare nature reserve to respect the 
natural habitat of the Great Bustard, a steppe bird that is currently in danger of extinction.

 

In addition, orange trees of the cadenera variety, a traditional variety of juice orange trees in 

danger of disappearing, are being planted on the farms, thus contributing to their conservation.

Preserving biodiversity
Combating climate change

García-Carrión collaborates with OnuCoop S. C. A., cooperatives that cultivate practically 100% 

of the vines in the Doñana Biosphere Reserve, using traditional methods that provide the Doña-

na Natural Area with climate regulation, erosion control, contribute to soil formation and provide 

habitats for species, among other things. Their maintenance and extension are considered vital 

for the conservation of the Doñana Natural Area.
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García-Carrión's entire 360º Sustainability strategy is materialised in its plant in 

Huelva, a unique, innovative and pioneering plant at international level, com-

pletely surrounded by orange trees.

This plant was conceived from the moment of its construction with a triple 
environmental objective: zero waste, zero net pollutant emissions and zero 

net water consumption.

> Zero waste: The Don Simón plant in Huelva has a capacity to process 400,000 

tonnes of oranges per year, the remains of this production (peels) are used to 

generate other value-added products (essential oils, food pellets, etc.).

> Zero net pollutant emissions: The offsetting of emissions is carried out throu-

gh the company's own plantation in Villanueva de los Castillejos (Huelva), with 

an area of more than 1 million cultivated orange trees. Fruit trees act as CO2 
sinks that perform an important environmental service. This area is responsi-

ble for the annual net fixation of 8,400 tonnes of CO2, which is equivalent to 

the absorption of CO2 emissions equivalent to more than 1 million cars in one 

day. In addition, it works with renewable energy sources to carry out its activity, 

for example, the use of biomass to generate energy.

> Zero net water consumption: The water used in the plant during the pro-

duction processes is purified and used 100% to irrigate the orange trees, so no 

wastewater is discharged into the environment.

Triple Zero Project in Huelva
Bioeconomy and circular economy
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The Huelva plant's circular economy 
project has been awarded the European 

Environment Award

Triple zero project in Huelva
Bioeconomy and circular economy

The Huelva plant's circular economy project has been awarded the European 
Environment Award (runner-up) among more than 115 candidates in its category, 

highlighting its quality and positive contribution to the planet. 

In addition, the plant has an agreement with the Regional Ministry of the Environ-

ment whereby it undertakes to actively participate in the reduction of GHGs, thus 

combating climate change.

This initiative is part of the Andalusian Emissions Compensation System (SACE), 

launched by the Regional Government of Andalusia.

Antonio Moreno, director of the Don Simón plant in Huelva, at the presentation of the
European Environment Award together with King Felipe VI and Minister Teresa Ribera.
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Sustainability project at Viña Arnáiz
Bioeconomy and circular economy

The social building at Viña Arnáiz has been designed and built 

with integration into the landscape and environmental sustai-

nability in mind. The entire structure of the building is made 

of wooden beams reused from old Castilian buildings and the 

façade is built from granite ashlars recovered from Galician 

buildings. This building, a project of the prestigious architect 
Manuel de la Torre, represents the reuse of noble and cente-
nary materials integrated in the environment in a non-invasi-
ve way.

Social building

García-Carrión, always faithful to its vision of innovation and 

R&D, opted in 2002 for the use of fibre optics to transport light, 

thus achieving precise illumination of the necessary spaces, as 

the ageing shed is arranged in the shape of a fan and divided 

into 16 blocks. Each block has two 100-watt lamps and a total 

consumption of 3,200 watts.

With the implementation of this system, it was possible to ob-

tain low energy consumption without transmitting heat or alte-

ring the humidity in the cellar, thus maintaining the full quality 

of the wine.

Ageing building
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Vineyard 4.0

Sustainability project at Viña Arnáiz
Bioeconomy and circular economy

Vineyard cultivation at Viña Arnáiz is carried out using the most 

advanced digital and remote sensing tools.

The estate has been digitised in each of its plots, knowing the 

type of soil, the specific microbiology, number of plants, orien-

tation and altitude.

In different sectors of the vineyard, humidity sensors are placed 

in the soil to control irrigation and optimise water consumption, 

according to the rainfall of each year. Throughout the growing 

year, remote sensing analyses are carried out of the most re-

presentative vegetative parameters at each moment of the cy-

cle (NDVI, nitrogen, humidity, leaf surface, etc.), which are used 

to make the appropriate decisions regarding the work to be 

carried out on the crop.

With this information, the monitoring control vines have been 

determined in each plot in order to be able to determine the 

production gauging prior to each harvest.

Compost for the vineyard
The stems of the grapes produced at Viña Arnáiz are used as 

a substrate for fertilisation in the vineyard itself, for which they 

are first composted and then distributed in the vineyard, inte-

grating this distribution with the fertilisation plan foreseen each 

year.
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Revalorisation
Bioeconomy and circular economy

García-Carrión generates value-added by-products, using organic 

materials derived from its manufacturing processes. Some examples 

are:

> Use of orange peel to make feed for ruminants. When an orange 

is squeezed, approximately 50% juice and 50% peel are obtained. 

Bearing in mind that the Huelva plant has an annual processing 

capacity of 400,000 tonnes of oranges, this would mean that up to 

200,000 tonnes of orange peel waste could be generated per year, 

which would be equivalent to 8,000 25-tonne lorries for the remo-

val of all the discarded orange peel that could be generated. To 

avoid this, the centre transforms the orange peel, after a treatment 

process, into feed pellets for animal feed.

> Use for animal feed of by-products generated at the plants 
(around 37,000 tonnes in 2021), including 15,000 tonnes of pellets 

produced at the Huelva plant, 16,000 tonnes of orange peel pro-

duced at the Jumilla and Almeria plants and 2,500 tonnes of vege-

table waste produced at the Segorbe and Almeria plants. As well 

as waste from the production of soya beverage and horchata and 

other vegetable waste from the processing of fruit and vegetables 

for animal feed, etc.

> Obtaining D-Limonene from orange peel. This natural substance 

can be used as a substitute for some petroleum derivatives, and 

therefore has a basic function in the manufacture of industrial sol-

vents, degreasers and detergents.

> Production of essential oil from orange peel for use in other in-

dustries.

> Production from grape skins of a face cream containing resvera-
trol, a compound naturally present in grape skins and of high value 

for the manufacture of cosmetics. Resveratrol has a powerful an-

tioxidant activity, smoothes wrinkles and stimulates collagen pro-

duction.

> Use of other by-products: lees, pomace, etc., obtained from the 

winemaking process that are delivered to alcohol industries.
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García-Carrión is always moving towards increasingly efficient production models and has always been a pioneer in the search for and use of new sustainable alternatives. For this reason, it works 

to ensure that packaging ensures the quality and safety of products, has a low carbon footprint, is 100% recyclable and allows the use of plant-based materials.

Packaging
Bioeconomy and circular economy

> The Jaume Serra cavas are pioneers in ter-

ms of their production and design. The glass 

bottles used have a low ecological impact. 

Their weight has been reduced to 800 grams, 

which makes them 12% lighter than the rest of 

the market, reducing the use of 4 million ki-

los a year and avoiding 2 million kilos of CO2 
emissions into the atmosphere.

> García-Carrión has the lightest glass bottles 
on the market, always seeking the best com-

promise between aesthetics and environmen-

tal impact. In this way, the wine bottles weigh 

5% less than the rest. 

In glass bottles
> The brik containers contain more than 60% 

of plant-derived of plant-based materials, 

which has enabled a reduction of more than 

50% in CO2 emissions compared to market 

standards.

> FSC certification (sustainable forest mana-

gement) on 100% of the products packaged in 

briks.

In briks
> Juice bottle made from 100% rPET recycled 

plastic and 100% PET. 100% recycled rPET 

plastic and 100% recyclable, with 100% recy-

clable cap and label. 

> Change from coloured cap to translucent 
cap on PET bottles of Don Simón brand pro-

ducts. This measure has affected 570 tonnes 

of PET caps in 2021, facilitating their total re-

cyclability and avoiding the consumption of 

more than five tonnes of pigments. 

> Lightening the weight of 1-litre and 300 ml 
PET preforms at the Huelva plant, which has 

led to a reduction in PET consumption of 247 

tonnes in 2021.

PET bottles

Other packaging
> Use of 50% recycled plastic in the shrink film 

for the shrink film for packaging grouping. In 

this way it has been possible to avoid the use 

of 450 tonnes of virgin plastic of fossil origin in 

its manufacture by 2021.
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Waste management
Bioeconomy and circular economy

2 Compared to the average value for the previous 3 years (2020-2018).

Decrease in the ratio of mixed non-hazardous waste 
likely to end up in landfill

Jaume Serra

-61,2%

Segorbe

-6,3%

Jumilla

-39,3%

Valdepeñas

-44,9%

Other optimisation projects

In addition, a solution has been found to the problem of
recycling siliconised backing paper for self-adhesive labels
(glassine), a major historical challenge for the food and beverage industry, which in Spain alone generates more than 

20,000 tonnes of waste. García-Carrión has created a circular economy model with its waste managers and label 

suppliers to achieve labels that generate zero non-recoverable waste and are therefore 100% recyclable, reducing 

CO2 emissions and forest deforestation.

At Jaume Serra's winery, the cava disgorging process has been optimised by installing a system for separating the 

sheet metal and separately managing the waste.

In García-Carrión, the ratio of mixed non-hazardous waste likely to end up in landfill has been reduced by 18.5%2, with 

a notable decrease in the Jaume Serra (61.2%), Valdepeñas (44.9%), Jumilla (39.3%), and Segorbe (6.3%) centres.

In 2021, 93.8% of all non-hazardous waste generated was destined for recovery (recycling, agricultural fertiliser, 

energy recovery, etc.), with 100% and 95% of the waste generated at the Segorbe and Jumilla plants, respectively, 

being recovered.

There has also been a decrease of 2.5% in the ratio of non-hazardous waste generation, excluding sewage sludge, with 

a decrease of 25.6% and 8.7% respectively at the Jaume Serra and Jumilla plants. The hazardous waste generation ratio 

has been reduced by 22.9%, with a 35.7% reduction at the Daimiel plant.
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García-Carrión has always been firmly committed to technological innovation. Automation in all areas of the company has been a 

hallmark and a key factor in reducing costs and impact on the environment. García-Carrión is immersed in a digital transforma-
tion process that affects the entire organisation. This process focuses on four different, although closely related, areas.

Digitalisation

Industry 4.0

Beyond pure industrial automation (industry 3.0), a further step 

has been taken, uniting the physical and digital worlds: phy-
gitalisation. Through the application of IoT (Internet of Things) 

technologies, the company has managed to increase its com-

petitiveness and optimise its processes, achieving significant 

impacts on different aspects of the company's sustainability. 

Currently, the main projects being carried out in this area and 

which are gradually being implemented in the plants and wi-

neries are:

> Energy Efficiency: García-Carrión has invested heavily in sen-

sorisation of all energy sources: electricity, gas, biomass, co-

generation, steam, compressed air, cold, photovoltaic energy, 

biogas production in wastewater treatment plants and the in-

tegral life cycle of water. Thanks to this, the company is able to 

measure in detail all those points of consumption and gene-

ration, as well as the transformation of resources, being able 

to continuously carry out energy and water saving measures, 

eliminating waste and inefficiencies. 

> Real-time monitoring of production: By means of sensors on 

all its packaging lines and the implementation of an MES sys-

tem, García-Carrión is able to increase productivity, generating 

efficiency in energy and water consumption, reducing wastage 

and, consequently, the overall volume of waste, and complete-

ly eliminating paper in the management of the line: completely 

digitalised incident reports and quality controls. 

 

> Automation of plant transports: Through the incorporation 

of intelligent automatisms (artificial vision, sensorised scales, 

screens, mobile devices, GPS...) the management and flow of 

transports in all plants can be fully automated, substantially re-

ducing waiting and processing times, including those related 

to agricultural production.

This not only reduces consumption, but also makes the envi-

ronment more technological, generating a social impact by in-

creasing the competitiveness of the rural environment.
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Data

Sensorisation through IoT is capable of generating a large 

amount of data, but also the use of all the data that already 

exists in the company, as well as the integration with data from 

third parties (customers, suppliers, market...). 

It is crucial for García-Carrión to use all this information to im-
prove competitiveness, reduce costs and increase efficiency. 
This efficiency is transferred to different areas of the company 

with savings in resources consumed. For example, artificial in-

telligence is already being applied to the optimisation of logis-

tics routes, with the consequent reduction in the carbon foo-

tprint of our transports.

Initiatives are being developed to optimise plant stock, redu-

cing the need for internal transfers, as well as planning to redu-

ce cleaning, which is expected to produce a return in the form 

of energy and water savings in the short term.

In the last two years, a transition of all technology platforms to 

the cloud has been undertaken. This generates savings in di-

rect energy consumption, due to the greater sharing of resour-

ces, flexibility and efficiency of the services deployed.

In addition, García-Carrión works with Google as a single public 

cloud provider. This strategic partner has been carbon neutral 

since 2007 and, therefore, so is all the activity delegated to it.

Cloud

Over the last few years, a process has been carried out to en-

courage and adopt digital tools for the employee's job, imple-

menting a platform (Office 365), as well as training for the entire 

workforce. Thanks to this, travel between company headquar-
ters has been reduced, with the consequent savings in carbon 
footprint. But also thanks to these technologies, the company 

is immersed in a process of eliminating the use of paper in its 

offices and plants which, thanks to this process, is progressing 

well.

Digital Workplace

Digital transition projects
Digitalisation

Sustainability Report
2021



Social commitment

García-Carrión understands sustainability as a cross-cutting 

area through its different dimensions: economic, environmen-

tal and social. In this sense, people management is one of the 

key areas to ensure the company's sustainability. 

García-Carrión materialises this commitment to its emplo-
yees through its Code of Ethics, which establishes guidelines 

for conduct to ensure respect for human rights, people, pro-

fessional development and equality, as well as maintaining a 

healthy and safe environment.

This Code, as well as the different collective agreements that 

apply to workers, establishes the fundamental principles of 

equality and non-discrimination that characterise the company.

In addition, the family business has the principles of prevention 

and treatment of situations of moral and sexual harassment.

On the other hand, García-Carrión has an Anti-Corruption Po-

licy where it defines the principles, obligations and indications 

to be followed in order to prevent situations of corruption and 

bribery. In turn, third parties that maintain relations with Gar-

cía-Carrión must also assume similar commitments to those 

established.

García-Carrión creates opportunities for technified, stable 
and quality work in rural areas with a high rate of depopula-
tion, contributing to a depopulated Spain.

In fact, it has long-term agreements with more than 40,000 

local farmers to guarantee the purchase of their crops. This 

makes it possible to obtain local quality raw materials and to 

revitalise these regions located in areas far from urban centres.

In addition, with the participation of the Huelva cooperatives' 

wine marketing project, García-Carrión helps to improve the 

Commitment to the primary sector

profitability of the farmer by promoting the population to the 

territory, generating wealth in the towns, reducing the problem 

of generational replacement and generating employment.
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JGC Foundation
Social commitment

As part of its social commitment, García-Carrión has been working sin-
ce 1998 to employ people with disabilities, although the family com-

pany has been working with people with disabilities since the 1980s.

We understand sustainability as 
a cross-cutting area through its 
different dimensions: economic, 

environmental and social 
dimension

The J. García-Carrión Foundation has two 

special employment centres: one in Dai-

miel and the other in Jumilla. With this 

foundation, García-Carrión generates sta-

ble employment and offers its workers full 

attention to achieve the highest levels of integration. The foun-

dation aims to:

> Promote stable jobs for people with disabilities .

> Facilitate integration, through job training and personal and 

social development programmes to achieve the highest levels 

of integration .

> The guardianship and fostering of these people .

> To carry out research studies related to issues affecting peo-

ple with handicaps and disabilities. The foundation's 

workers carry out essential work and are a key part 

of the company, carrying out their work in specially 

equipped and accessible warehouses and carrying 

out manual tasks such as handling and modifying 

brik containers or bottles:

> Labelling .

> Assembly of wine bottle cases.

> Imposing decorative netting on bottles.

> Tasks related to the recycling of glass, paper, car-

dboard, etc.

> Changing the packaging of products, in case of de-

terioration.

> Assembly of finished product orders of less than 

one pallet.

> Any other activity of this type that cannot be ca-

rried out on the production lines and must be done 

manually.

The people who work at the foundation have seen 

their work concerns resolved and, within García-Ca-

rrión, they play a fundamental role in the company's 

activity.
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The García-Carrión Sustainability Report provides information for the period from 1 January to 31 De-
cember 2021. It aims to present to all stakeholders the strategy, performance, management and success 

stories in the different dimensions of sustainability (economic, social and environmental) to create value 

with a long-term strategic vision.

 

In the preparation of this Report, we have used the data collected in the Non-Financial Information Sta-

tement (NFS) 2021, based on the principles and contents of the Sustainability Reporting Guidelines of 

the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) and audited by PricewaterhouseCoopers Auditors. Likewise, the data 

contained in the document Communication of environmental management results 2021 has also been 

used. 

The information provided has been compiled thanks to the collaboration of different areas of García-Ca-

rrión, thus carrying out teamwork in accordance with the values of the family business.

About the Report

Marqués de Carrión Winery (Labastida)

Jaume Serra Winery (Vilanova i la Geltrú)Viña Arnáiz Winery (Haza)
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